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GLORY ROAD MY STORY OF THE 1966 NCAA
BASKETBALL C Manual

glory road my story of the 1966 ncaa basketball ¢

The 1966 NCAA Basketball Championship stands as one of the most inspiring and historic moments
in the history of college sports. It was a year that not only showcased extraordinary talent and
determination but also broke racial barriers that had long persisted in the world of athletics. This
story, often referred to as "Glory Road," is a testament to courage, resilience, and the transformative
power of sports. In this article, we will explore the remarkable journey of the Texas Western College
Miners, now known as the University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP), and their legendary victory that
changed the face of college basketball forever.

Introduction to the 1966 NCAA Basketball Championship

The 1966 NCAA tournament was a pivotal event, culminating in a championship game that
challenged societal norms and redefined racial integration in sports. Led by coach Don Haskins, the
Texas Western Miners made history by fielding the first all-Black starting lineup in NCAA
championship history. Their opponent, the University of Kentucky, was a powerhouse led by the
legendary coach Adolph Rupp.

The Significance of the 1966 Championship

- Breaking Racial Barriers: Texas Western's all-Black lineup defied the prevailing racial
segregation attitudes of the time.

- Changing Perceptions: The victory challenged stereotypes and demonstrated the talent and
capabilities of Black athletes.

- Cultural Impact: The win contributed to the broader civil rights movement by highlighting
integration and equality.

Background: Texas Western College and Coach Don Haskins

Who Was Coach Don Haskins?

Don Haskins was a dedicated and innovative coach committed to building a winning team
regardless of racial barriers. He believed in giving talented players equal opportunities and fostering
unity among his team members.
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Building the 1966 Team

- The team was composed of players from diverse backgrounds, including:

- Willie Worsley

- David Lattin

- Paul Horne

- Harry Flournoy

- Orsten Artis

- Haskins emphasized teamwork, discipline, and resilience over individual stardom.

The Road to the Championship

Season Highlights

- Texas Western's record during the season was impressive, with a strong defense and
disciplined offense.

- The team faced skepticism and criticism but remained focused on their goals.

- Key victories in the NCAA tournament included wins over highly favored teams, showcasing
their resilience.

Key Players and Their Contributions

- Willie Worsley: Point guard and leader on the court.

- David Lattin: Dominant center, known for rebounding and scoring.
- Orsten Artis: Versatile forward providing energy and defense.

- Harry Flournoy: Defensive specialist and team captain.

- Paul Horne: Sharp shooter and scorer.

The 1966 NCAA Championship Game
The Matchup
- Texas Western vs. Kentucky.
- Kentucky was the reigning champion and favored to win.

- The game was held in Louisville, Kentucky, adding a layer of tension given the racial dynamics.

Game Highlights and Turning Points
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- Texas Western jumped to an early lead, displaying confidence and cohesion.
- Kentucky mounted a comeback, but Texas Western maintained composure.
- The game was intensely fought, with strategic plays executed by both teams.

The Historic Win

- Texas Western defeated Kentucky 72-65.

- This victory was a monumental milestone, as it challenged the racial segregation prevalent in
sports and society.

- The team?s celebration was not just of a championship but of breaking barriers.

Aftermath and Legacy of the 1966 Team

Impact on College Basketball

- The victory prompted NCAA to reconsider policies regarding racial integration.
- It inspired other programs to recruit Black athletes and promote diversity.
- The story of the 1966 Miners became a symbol of perseverance and social change.

Legacy of the Players and Coach Haskins

- Many players went on to successful careers in coaching, education, and community service.
- Coach Haskins became a legendary figure, honored for his role in promoting equality.

Cultural and Social Influence

- The story of "Glory Road" has been celebrated in books, documentaries, and the 2006 Disney
film "Glory Road."
- It continues to inspire discussions about race, sportsmanship, and social justice.

Lessons from the 1966 NCAA Basketball Championship

- Courage and conviction: Standing up against adversity can lead to meaningful change.

- Teamwork and discipline: Success often requires unity and strategic planning.

- Breaking barriers: Sports can be a powerful platform for social progress.

- Resilience in the face of skepticism: Believing in your team?s talent and potential can overcome
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societal prejudices.

Applying the Lessons Today

- Embrace diversity and inclusion in all areas of life.
- Recognize the importance of perseverance and determination.
- Use sports as a platform to promote equality and justice.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of the 1966 Glory Road

The story of the 1966 NCAA Basketball Championship is more than just a tale of athletic
achievement; it is a powerful narrative about courage, equality, and societal transformation. The
Texas Western Miners' victory challenged entrenched racial stereotypes and paved the way for
greater diversity in college sports. Their journey exemplifies how sports can serve as a catalyst for
social change, inspiring generations to stand up for justice and equality.

The legacy of "Glory Road" endures today, reminding us that breaking barriers requires bravery and
unity. As we reflect on this historic event, let us continue to champion diversity, inclusion, and
resilience in all aspects of life, inspired by the remarkable story of the 1966 NCAA basketball
champions.

Glory Road: My Story of the 1966 NCAA Basketball Championship stands as a powerful testament
to resilience, determination, and breaking racial barriers in American sports history. This iconic
chapter chronicles the journey of Texas Western College (now the University of Texas at El Paso)
and their groundbreaking victory in the 1966 NCAA Tournament, which challenged segregation and
changed the landscape of college basketball forever. As | delve into this story, | aim to unpack the
significant moments, key figures, cultural implications, and lasting legacy of what has become a
symbol of progress and perseverance.

The Significance of Glory Road in College Basketball History

Before exploring the detailed narrative, it?s essential to understand why the story of the 1966 NCAA
Basketball Championship?often referred to as "Glory Road"?resonates so deeply. This was not
merely a basketball tournament; it was a cultural battleground where issues of race, equality, and
opportunity collided with the pure competitive spirit of sport.

In 1966, college basketball, especially in the South and parts of the Midwest, was still deeply
segregated. Many programs refused to recruit Black players, and Black athletes faced discrimination
and hostility both on and off the court. Texas Western?s decision to start five Black players against
the all-white opponent, Kentucky, was a bold statement that challenged societal norms. Their victory
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became a turning point, inspiring future generations and contributing to the desegregation of college
athletics.

The Road to the 1966 NCAA Championship
Background of Texas Western College

In the early 1960s, Texas Western was a small school in El Paso with a modest basketball program.
Under the leadership of head coach Don Haskins, the team began to develop a reputation for grit
and determination. Haskins believed in recruiting talented players regardless of race, which was a
controversial stance at the time, especially in the segregated South.

Building a Racially Diverse Roster

Coach Haskins? recruiting strategy was revolutionary. He sought out talented Black players from
Texas and beyond, forming a team that was racially integrated at a level unprecedented in college
basketball. The starting lineup for the 1966 team included:

- Harry Flournoy

- David Lattin

- Orsten Artis

- Willie Worsley

- Neal Walk (later added, but not part of the initial starting five)

This lineup was groundbreaking because most teams at the time were all-white, especially in the
South, and many programs refused to consider Black athletes altogether.

The 1966 NCAA Tournament Journey

Texas Western?s tournament run was marked by resilience and strategic brilliance. They faced off
against some of the best teams, including the powerhouse University of Kentucky, led by legendary
coach Adolph Rupp. The Wildcats had a storied history and a roster predominantly composed of
white players.

Their path included:
- Narrow victories in earlier rounds

- High-pressure moments that tested team cohesion
- A focus on defense, hustle, and tactical discipline
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The 1966 NCAA Championship Game: A Historic Showdown

The Matchup: Texas Western vs. Kentucky

The championship game, held on March 19, 1966, in Louisville, Kentucky, was more than a game?it
was a cultural event. Kentucky was heavily favored, boasting a roster of talented white players and
a reputation as a basketball powerhouse.

Texas Western?s starting lineup of five Black players was a stark contrast to Kentucky?s all-white
team. The game drew national attention and was watched by millions, symbolizing a clash of
societal values.

Key Moments and Turning Points

- Early Game Tensions: The game started fiercely, with both teams playing intensely. Kentucky
initially tried to dominate physically and tactically.

- Texas Western?s Defensive Prowess: The Miners? relentless defense disrupted Kentucky?s
rhythm. Willie Worsley and David Lattin made crucial steals and blocks.

- Offensive Execution: Texas Western?s disciplined offense, led by Orsten Artis and Harry
Flournoy, kept pace with Kentucky?s scoring.

- Clutch Free Throws: In the final minutes, Texas Western?s composure at the free-throw line
sealed their victory.

The Final Score and Aftermath

Texas Western 72, Kentucky 65

The win was historic, not only because of the score but because of what it represented?a challenge
to racial segregation and an affirmation that talent and determination transcend racial barriers.

The Legacy and Impact of the 1966 NCAA Basketball Championship

Breaking Racial Barriers in College Sports

Texas Western?s victory shattered the prevailing stereotypes and opened doors for Black athletes
across the nation. It challenged the notion that only white players could succeed in major college

programs and paved the way for more inclusive recruiting practices.

Cultural and Social Significance
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The story of Glory Road became a symbol of progress. It demonstrated that sports could serve as a
catalyst for social change. The victory motivated other programs to diversify their rosters and
fostered a broader conversation about race in America.

Influence on Future Basketball Programs

The success of Texas Western inspired:

- Greater recruitment of Black athletes by traditionally white programs
- The eventual integration of college basketball at all levels
- The rise of prominent Black players and coaches in the sport

The 2006 Film: "Glory Road"

The story?s enduring appeal led to the release of the Disney film "Glory Road," which dramatized
the team?s journey. The film brought national attention to the story, educating new generations
about the significance of this historic achievement.

The Personal Reflection: My Connection to the Story

Growing up, | heard about the 1966 NCAA Championship as a pivotal moment in sports history. As
a fan and observer of basketball, | was struck by the courage of those players and coaches who
defied societal norms. Their story exemplifies the power of sport to challenge injustice and promote
equality.

Understanding the story of Glory Road has deepened my appreciation for the sport?not just as
entertainment but as a vehicle for social change. It reminds us that athletic achievement can be
intertwined with moral courage and societal progress.

Key Takeaways and Lessons from Glory Road

- Courage to Challenge Norms: Texas Western?s decision to start five Black players was a bold
act of defiance against societal expectations.

- teamwork and Discipline: Their success was built on unity, strategic discipline, and resilience.

- Sports as a Catalyst for Change: The victory demonstrated that sports could influence societal
attitudes and policies.

- Legacy of Inclusion: The story paved the way for greater diversity in college athletics and
beyond.

- Inspiration for Future Generations: The players and coaches serve as role models for
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perseverance and standing up for what is right.
Conclusion: A Legacy That Endures

The story of Glory Road: My Story of the 1966 NCAA Basketball Championship is more than a
recounting of a basketball game; it is a narrative of courage, change, and the unifying power of
sport. It reminds us that history is shaped not only on the courts but also in the hearts and minds of
those willing to challenge injustice.

As we reflect on this epic chapter in sports history, let it inspire us to pursue fairness, embrace
diversity, and recognize that true victory lies in overcoming societal barriers with integrity and
resilience. The legacy of that 1966 team continues to resonate today, inspiring new generations to
strive for greatness both on and off the court.

QuestionAnswer What is the significance of '‘Glory Road' in relation to the 1966 NCAA basketball
tournament? 'Glory Road' highlights the inspiring story of the Texas Western College (now UTEP)
team that, in 1966, became the first all-Black starting lineup to win the NCAA championship,
challenging racial barriers in sports. Who was the head coach of the Texas Western Miners during
their historic 1966 NCAA championship run? The head coach was Don Haskins, who is credited for
leading the team and making a significant impact on racial integration in college basketball. How did
the 1966 NCAA championship game impact racial integration in college sports? The victory of Texas
Western with an all-Black starting lineup against the predominantly white Kentucky team challenged
racial segregation in college sports and paved the way for increased integration. What challenges
did the 1966 Texas Western team face during their championship season? The team faced racial
discrimination, skepticism from opponents and critics, and the pressure of representing racial
progress, all while maintaining focus on their game. Why is the story of 'Glory Road' considered an
important chapter in NCAA history? Because it exemplifies courage, racial progress, and the power
of sports to challenge societal norms, making it a landmark moment in NCAA and American sports
history.

Related keywords: Glory Road, NCAA basketball, 1966 championship, Texas Western, racial
integration, basketball history, underdog story, coach Don Haskins, college basketball, sports
documentary
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Crazy About Basketball: Exploring the Passion Behind the Game

crazy about basketball is more than just a phrase for millions around the world;
it?s a

lifestyle, an obsession, and a source of inspiration. Whether you?re dribbling down the
court in your driveway, cheering for your favorite NBA team, or analyzing game stats,
being crazy about basketball means immersing yourself in a sport that combines skKill,
strategy, and heart. This article dives deep into what it means to be truly passionate
about basketball, how this love for the game shapes lives, and ways to fuel your
enthusiasm further.

What Does It Mean to Be Crazy About Basketball?

Being crazy about basketball isn?t just about playing the game; it?s about embracing
everything that surrounds it. From the sound of the ball bouncing on the hardwood to the
thrill of buzzer-beaters, basketball captivates fans and players alike. This passion often
starts at a young age, whether through pickup games at the park, watching legendary
players, or joining school teams.

For many, basketball is a social connector. It?s a way to make friends, share experiences,
and bond over a mutual love for the sport. The culture of basketball extends beyond the
court, in?uencing music, fashion, and even language. When you?re crazy about basketball,
you often ?nd yourself keeping up with the latest trades, debating over the greatest
players of all time, and reliving iconic moments.

The Roots of Basketball Passion
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Understanding why so many people become crazy about basketball requires looking at
the sport?s history and cultural impact. Invented in 1891 by Dr. James Naismith, basketball
quickly grew from a simple indoor game to a global phenomenon. Its fast pace and high
scoring make it thrilling to watch and play.

Basketball?s Global Reach

Today, basketball is one of the most popular sports worldwide. The NBA attracts
international players and fans, turning basketball into a melting pot of cultures. The
game?s accessibility?requiring minimal equipment and space?also makes it easy to pick
up anywhere, from urban playgrounds to rural towns.

This global reach contributes to the passion many fans feel. Being crazy about basketball
often means appreciating the diverse styles and talents that players bring from all over

the world, and enjoying the camaraderie among fans regardless of nationality.

The In?uence of Iconic Players

Legends like Michael Jordan, Kobe Bryant, and LeBron James have played huge roles in
deepening people?s love for basketball. Their dedication, skill, and stories of perseverance
inspire countless fans to chase their own basketball dreams. Watching highlight reels,
following player journeys, and collecting memorabilia are all ways fans express their
passion.

How Being Crazy About Basketball Shapes Your Life

Embracing basketball as a serious passion impacts various aspects of life. I1t?s not just a

sport; it?s a source of lessons, discipline, and joy.
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Physical and Mental Bene?ts

Playing basketball regularly improves cardiovascular health, coordination, and agility. But
beyond the physical, the game teaches important mental skills like focus, teamwork, and
resilience. Being crazy about basketball motivates individuals to push through challenges
both on and 0? the court.

Building Community Through Basketball

One of the most rewarding aspects of being crazy about basketball is the sense of
community it fosters. Local leagues, school teams, and pickup games create
environments where friendships blossom. Supporting a team or player also connects fans
with a larger network, sparking conversations and shared experiences.

Fueling Your Basketball Passion: Tips and ldeas

If you?re already crazy about basketball or looking to deepen your love for the game,
there are many ways to do so beyond just playing.

Improve Your Skills

Dedicate time to practicing fundamentals like dribbling, shooting, and defense.

Watch tutorials and breakdowns of professional games to learn new techniques.

Join local leagues or pickup games to apply your skills in real situations.

Stay Updated with the Basketball World

Follow basketball news sites and podcasts for the latest updates.

Engage with basketball communities on social media platforms.
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Attend live games when possible to experience the energy ?rsthand.

Explore Basketball Culture

Dive into basketball documentaries and movies to understand the sport?s impact.
Collect basketball gear or memorabilia that has personal signi?cance.

Learn about basketball?s in?uence on music, fashion, and art.

Basketball and Personal Growth

Being crazy about basketball often transcends the sport itself, in?uencing personal
development and life philosophy. The dedication required to improve mirrors the
persistence needed to succeed in other areas of life. Handling wins and losses on the
court builds emotional intelligence and humility.

Moreover, basketball?s emphasis on teamwork teaches cooperation and communication.
These skills are vital not just in sports but also in careers and relationships. For many, the
game becomes a metaphor for life?s challenges and triumphs.

Inspiring the Next Generation

Passion for basketball also drives many to give back by coaching youth teams or
volunteering in community programs. Sharing knowledge and enthusiasm helps cultivate
the next generation of players and fans, keeping the spirit of the game alive.

Living the Basketball Lifestyle Daily

When you?re crazy about basketball, the game becomes part of your everyday life. Your
schedule might revolve around games and practices, your conversations ?lled with

basketball jargon, and your social media feeds dominated by highlights and discussions.
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This lifestyle can be incredibly ful?lling. It 0?ers a continuous source of excitement and
motivation. Whether it?s waking up early for morning drills or staying up late to watch a
crucial playo? game, the passion keeps you connected and energized.

Some fans even integrate basketball into their careers, becoming coaches, trainers, sports
analysts, or entrepreneurs in basketball-related businesses. This shows how deep the
connection can go when basketball is more than a hobby?it?s a calling.

Being crazy about basketball is about embracing a world full of movement, emotion, and
connection. It?s a journey that challenges the body, sharpens the mind, and opens the
heart. Whether you?re lacing up your sneakers for the ?rst time or celebrating a
championship win, the love for basketball creates a vibrant, ever-evolving community that
welcomes everyone who shares the passion.

Question

Answer

What does it mean to be ‘crazy

about basketball'?

Being 'crazy about basketball' means having a

passionate interest and enthusiasm for the sport,

often spending a lot of time watching, playing, or

following basketball.

How can | improve my basketball
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skills if I'm crazy about basketball?

To improve your basketball skills, practice
regularly, work on fundamentals like dribbling,
shooting, and defense, watch tutorials, and play
with others to gain experience.

Who are some of the most

in?uential basketball players for

fans who are crazy about

basketball?

Players like Michael Jordan, LeBron James, Kobe
Bryant, and Stephen Curry have had signi?cant
in?uence and are often admired by those crazy
about basketball.

What are some popular basketball

leagues to follow for someone crazy

about basketball?

Popular basketball leagues include the NBA
(National Basketball Association), WNBA,
EuroLeague, and college basketball leagues like
the NCAA.

How can | connect with other

Vol. 2021, Issue 8
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people who are crazy about

basketball?

You can join basketball forums, social media

groups, local basketball clubs, or attend games

and events to meet and connect with other

basketball enthusiasts.

What are some trending basketball-

related activities for those crazy

about basketball?

Trending activities include playing fantasy

basketball leagues, engaging in basketball video

games, participating in 3x3 basketball

tournaments, and following live game streams.

Why is basketball becoming

increasingly popular among people

crazy about basketball worldwide?

Basketball's global appeal is growing due to its

fast pace, accessibility, international stars, and

widespread media coverage, making it popular

among fans everywhere.

Vol. 2021, Issue 8
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Crazy About Basketball: Exploring the Global Obsession with the Sport

crazy about basketball is a phrase that resonates with millions around the
world,

re?ecting a passionate dedication to one of the most dynamic and widely followed sports
today. From street courts in urban neighborhoods to professional arenas ?lled with tens of
thousands of fans, basketball has transcended cultural and geographic boundaries to
become a global phenomenon. This article delves into the reasons behind this widespread
fascination, examining the sport?s evolution, its cultural signi?cance, and the factors
fueling its enduring popularity.

The Global Rise of Basketball

Basketball?s origins trace back to 1891 when Dr. James Naismith invented the game as an
indoor activity to keep athletes ?t during winter. Since then, the sport has experienced
exponential growth, evolving from a simple pastime into a multi-billion dollar industry.
Today, basketball is played by over 450 million people worldwide, making it one of the
most accessible and inclusive sports globally.

Several factors contribute to basketball?s global ascendancy. Unlike sports requiring
expansive ?elds or costly equipment, basketball demands minimal space and relatively
inexpensive gear?a hoop, a ball, and a ?at surface su?ce. This accessibility has made it
particularly popular in densely populated urban areas, where space limitations can restrict
other sports.

The National Basketball Association (NBA) serves as the sport?s premier professional
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league, setting standards in athleticism, entertainment, and global outreach. The NBA?s
strategic international expansion, including partnerships and player scouting in Europe,
Africa, and Asia, has cultivated a worldwide fan base. Players like Michael Jordan, LeBron
James, and Giannis Antetokounmpo have become global icons, their in?uence extending
well beyond the court.

Basketball?s Cultural Impact

Being crazy about basketball often means more than just following games or playing
regularly; it encompasses a rich cultural identity. Basketball has become a vehicle for
social change, self-expression, and community building. The sport?s deep roots in urban
culture have in?uenced music, fashion, and language, creating a unique lifestyle that
resonates with youth culture worldwide.

Hip-hop and basketball cultures have long been intertwined, with many artists referencing
players and the game in their lyrics and style. Sneakers originally designed for
basketball?such as the Air Jordan series?have evolved into cultural artifacts, symbolizing
status and identity.

Moreover, basketball has played a critical role in promoting diversity and inclusion.
Historically marginalized groups have found opportunities in the sport, both on and 0? the
court. The NBA has championed initiatives supporting racial equality and social justice,
reinforcing the game?s relevance in contemporary societal discourse.

Why People Are Crazy About Basketball

The enthusiasm for basketball is driven by several compelling attributes intrinsic to the
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sport. Analyzing these qualities provides insight into why people become so deeply
invested.

Fast-Paced and High-Scoring Nature

Basketball is distinguished by its rapid action and high-scoring games, which maintain
continuous excitement. Unlike sports where scoring can be infrequent, basketball typically
sees dozens of points scored per team each game, keeping fans engaged. This fast-paced
environment rewards agility, strategy, and teamwork, creating thrilling viewing
experiences.

Skill and Athleticism

Players are admired for their extraordinary athletic abilities, including speed, precision,
vertical leap, and endurance. The combination of individual skill and coordinated team
e?orts makes the sport a showcase of human physical potential. Spectacular dunks,
three-point shooting, and defensive prowess often become highlights, drawing in
audiences.

Community and Social Connection

Playing basketball often fosters a strong sense of community. Local leagues, pick-up
games, and school teams provide social interaction and collective identity. Being crazy
about basketball frequently means being part of a network that transcends age, race, and
economic background, promoting camaraderie and mutual support.

Challenges and Considerations in Basketball?s Popularity



GLORY ROAD MY STORY OF THE 1966 NCAA BASKETBALL C Manual Vol. 2021, Issue 8

While basketball?s widespread appeal is undeniable, it also faces certain challenges that
impact its growth and accessibility.

Injury Risks: The sport?s physical demands lead to common injuries, such as
ankle

sprains and knee problems. These risks can a?ect player longevity and fan

perception.

Commercialization Concerns: The increasing commercialization of basketball
2.

sometimes alienates grassroots players and fans who feel disconnected from the

corporate aspects of the sport.

Global Competition: Basketball competes with other sports like soccer and
cricket

for global attention, particularly in regions where those sports are historically
dominant.

Addressing these challenges requires a balanced approach that preserves the sport?s
integrity and accessibility while embracing innovation and growth.

Technological Integration and Fan Engagement

Advances in technology have signi?cantly enhanced how basketball is consumed and
experienced. From high-de?nition broadcasts and instant replays to social media and

virtual reality, the sport?s presentation has evolved to meet contemporary expectations.
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Teams and leagues employ data analytics not only to improve performance but also to
engage fans through personalized content and interactive platforms. This digital
transformation caters to a younger demographic increasingly accustomed to on-demand
and immersive experiences.

The Future of Being Crazy About Basketball

Looking ahead, the passion for basketball is likely to deepen, fueled by continuous
innovation and expanding global outreach. Emerging markets in Africa and Asia present
new opportunities for talent development and fan base growth. Moreover, evolving
formats like 3x3 basketball, which was recently included in the Olympics, o?er fresh
avenues to attract participants and viewers.

The integration of sustainability practices in arena construction and event management
also re?ects a growing awareness of environmental responsibilities within the sport?s
ecosystem, aligning basketball with broader societal values.

Ultimately, being crazy about basketball means embracing a sport that is as dynamic and
diverse as its global community. It?s a testament to the power of sport to inspire, unite,
and entertain across cultures and generations.

basketball fan, basketball enthusiast, basketball lover, basketball passion, basketball
obsession, basketball addict, basketball craze, basketball mania, basketball devotion,

basketball excitement
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